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NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter
General Body Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2004, 6:30pm – 8pm, South Central YMCA, 3531 Wheeler Ave, Houston, TX.
Attendees:  Reginald Christy, Paul A. Christy, Lonnie Fogle, Robin Cole, Tina Newsome, Deitrich Irving, Gary Morrow,  Kenyatta Miles, Desion Hubbard, Ramon Simon, Desmond Adamu, Angela Hamilton, Zakkia Ford, Chanel Fortier, Ruthie Green, and Johnny Holmes 
· The meeting was called to order, the agenda was distributed, and the welcome was given by the chapter president, Reginald Christy, who also initiated introductions by all present.  Special acknowledgement was given to the NOBCChE New Orleans Professional Chapter president and member, the NOBCChE Texas Southern University president and members, and returning members.  
· The chapter treasurer, Paul A. Christy, discussed and distributed copies of the October 2004 Financial Report:
1. Membership request form and dues ($75 national dues and $15 local dues for July-June) some members present at the meeting paid any outstanding dues and completed a membership request form.  (Double-click on the icon below to print and complete this form and return it to the treasurer with your dues at a chapter meeting, by sending to the P.O. Box address at the bottom of this page, or by contacting Paul Christy directly.  (All dues need to be received by the NOBCChE National Treasurer by October 31, 2004 to have full voting privileges to vote in the upcoming NOBCChE national election.)
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· Each of the committee chairs present discussed goals, strategies, timeframe, and any tentative activities concerning their committee
1. Awards/Scholarships (Chair:  Sharon Fontaine) - Not reported
2. Membership/Publicity (Chair:  Dietrich Irving) – The website has been updated and work on the site is ongoing, an appeal for membership has been drafted to be submitted to local newspapers and publications.  The website address for the NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter is www.nobcche-houston.org, and the national website is www.nobcche.org.  
3. Competitions (Chair:  Barbara Foots) – Volunteers are needed!  The tentative date for the Science Bowl/ Science Fair is February 19, 2005, and the tentative date for the DOE competition is February 26th.
4. Professional Development (Chair:  Tina Newsome) – The goal, strategies, and planned activities were discussed for empowering members and prospective members of NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter, and other partnership affiliates through professional development seminars.  One financial based seminar planned for this fall and the second, set for the spring (subject to be decided).  Other opportunities for professional development will be included in the General Body Meeting Minutes Upcoming Events section.
5. Banquet (Co-Chairs:  Paul A. Christy and Crystal Lester) – A written report was distributed and discussed by Co-chair, Paul Christy, and an overview of the banquet with the purpose, goals and some details were given.  The timeline included tentative deadline dates for planning, preparation, and conducting of the Annual NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter Awards.  The date of the banquet is June 10, 2005.
6. Partnerships (Chair:  Reginald Christy) – Discussed current and prospective partnerships.  National Chemistry week coming up that has elementary, middle school, and high school contests.  Those interested can visit www.acs-ghs.org.  The American Chemical Society (ACS)meets on Monday nights.  Look for future meeting notices in the General Body Meeting Minutes in the Upcoming Events section or from Reginald Christy.
7. Outreach (Chair:  Robin Cole) - A written report was distributed and discussed including a proposal for a Parent/Student Workshop with tentative date, guest speakers, topics, time, etc.   The tentative date of the workshop is Saturday, December 18, 2004.
8. Fundraising (Chair:  Lonnie Fogle) – Actions taken toward regional funds soliciting were discussed. The draft brochure, letter, and packet to be sent to prospective givers, which contain the NOBCChE mission, general information, and activities, such as the Science Bowl/Science Fair, were shown to the group.  All funds collected by this regional effort will be distributed to the local NOBCChE Southwest regional chapters individually.
Note:  Committee Contact Sheets were distributed for those present to sign up for participation and the sheets were retained by the committee chairs that were present.  Contact the chair of each committee that you would like to work on.  There will be additional information and requests from the chapter president and committee chairs requesting participation for specific event planning in the future.
· The NOBCChE Southwest Regional Conference was discussed by Lonnie Fogle, Southwest Regional Chair, and Chanel Fortier, New Orleans Professional Chapter.  The theme for this year’s regional conference is, “A Systematic Approach to Professional Development”.  The event will be held in New Orleans, LA, on Saturday, November 20, 2004.  Workshops, accommodations, registration fees, and social events were discussed.  Brochures,  forms, and other conference information were distributed.  Members of the Gulf Coast Professional Chapter were strongly urged to participate by the Southwest Regional Chair and Gulf Coast Chapter member, Lonnie Fogle, as attendance to non-Houston hosted regional conferences has been historically low for Gulf Coast Chapter members.
· The following action items were assigned:
1. Deitrich will determine what is required to provide a link to the national NOBCChE website directly from the Gulf Coast Chapter website.
2. Robin Cole will contact Barbara Foots about the possibility of reserving a room or auditorium at the HISD Administration building for the Parent/Student Workshop.
3. Ramon Simon will send additional information about the upcoming AIChE conference to the secretary to be included in upcoming events.
4. The NOBCChE New Orleans Professional Chapter President, Chanel Fortier, will provided additional updated electronic forms for the Southwest Regional Conference via email.
· Upcoming events:
· The next NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter meeting will be held on Friday, November 12, 2004, 6:30-8 pm at the South Central YMCA, 3531 Wheeler Ave, Houston, TX. (near the campus of TSU, consult www.mapquest.com for help with directions).  Local meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of each month at the same time and place.  Park and enter from the rear of the building.
· The NOBCChE Southwest Regional Conference will be held November 19-20, 2004, in New Orleans, LA.  The New Orleans Professional Chapter President, Chanel Fortier, has provided updated forms via email.  (Contact Reginald Christy or Lonnie Fogle if you need additional information.)
· A financial seminar will be held by the NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter tentatively in late October or early November for members and affiliates.
· The national AIChE (American Institute of Chemical Engineers) conference is approaching and are soliciting undergraduate and graduate presenters as well as moderators.  The conference will be held in Atlanta, Georgia, April 10-14, 2005.  For additional information, or if interested in presenting or moderating, please contact Ramon Simon at (281)383-6149.
· There will be a dance held at St. Mary’s Catholic Church on Friday, October 22, 2004, 9 pm -1:30 am.  Tickets are $15/each.  Contact Reginald Christy if you are interested.
Respectfully submitted,

Tina M. Newsome

NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter
Secretary[image: image2.png]
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		NOBCChE
National Organization for the Professional
Advancement of Black Chemists & Chemical Engineers

National Membership Request
Membership Year 2004-2005
(Membership spans from July 1 to June 30)






		Name:________________________________________



Address:______________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
____________________________Zip Code__________



Phone No.: ____________________________


Email:________________________________________


Check if this is an address change ____


RENEWAL ____ NEW MEMBERSHIP ____




		__ Full member - $75
     (voting)
__ Associate member -
     $40 (non-voting)
__ Student member -
     $10 (non-voting)



$______ Endowment Fund

$   15      Local Dues



$______ Total

		



		Chapter:         Gulf Coast      .     


Region:       Southwest        .
Midwest: IL,IN,IA,KS,MI,MN,MO,MT,NE,ND,OH,SD,WI and WY (if applicable)
Northeast: CT,ME,MA,NH,NJ,NY,PA,RI and VT
Southeast: AL,DE,FL,GA,KY,MD,MS,NC,SC,TN,VA,WV,Washington DC,Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico
Southwest: AR,CO,LA,NM,OK, and TX
Western: AK,AZ,CA,HI,ID,NV,WA,OR,UT and WA] 


Disregard this notice if you have already paid dues or endowment. 


Print and mail this form with check, money order, or credit card authorization form to:

NOBCChE Gulf Coast Chapter


P.O. Box 540922


Houston, Texas   77254 

		



		

		





[image: image1.png]






